322  ENGLAND: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

conception of Christian education is the first condition of
recovery; the second is to restore and to defend continuously
the rights of the family and of the corporation and to recognize
these rights, in all legislation, as superior to and antecedent to
those of the State. It is for die conscience of the community to
assert through Parliament and to continue, as may be, to raise,
the standards to which all the institutions within the State must
conform. If, however, the State seeks to assume the obligation
for providing these standards, at the expense of the economic
independence of the family and the moral responsibility of the
corporation for its members and dependants, it will continue
to strike deep at the roots of its own strength and well-being
and society will be brought to the verge of dissolution. Our
society has roots which are still deep and strong, but it will be
restored to health only if those roots are tended, preserved, and
renewed.

Finally, we are no longer an island, and we do not live in a
peaceful but in a very hostile world. Our first concern, after
the moral education of our people, must be for their defence,
and for the defence of the other free nations of the west who can
stand united but must otherwise fall, one and all, victims of the
aggressive hostility of the Communist powers. It is an indefea-
sible moral obligation on all governments to see to the defence
of the country, and to tell the country what sacrifices are
necessary if we are not, as we did in the thirties, to sacrifice our
future for our present electoral convenience.

Until the menace of economic collapse is removed, we can
never-be strong either in diplomacy or in our own defence.
Until we are cured of the dream of constructing and maintaining
in isolation a closed Socialist economy we can never inspire the
confidence of all our allies and make a valid contribution to the
Cause of that union among the free peoples which alone can
give them strength. It is the failure of our Socialist rulers to
realize this which is paralysing Western Europe to-day and
causing grave doubts all over the world as to the chances of
our recovery. It is not only the welfare state, with all that it
means to the health and security of the individual to-day, but
the freedom of the western world, with all that it means to
generations yet unborn, which is menaced by the isolationist